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Thank you for taking the time to read the September edition of 
Call The Roll.  I hope you and you family had an enjoyable 
summer and are looking forward to a pleasant autumn. 
 
As Council reconvenes in September, we are expecting a 
report from the Columbus Area Commission/Civic Association 
Work Group that will help us identify substantive ways in 
which City Council can enhance the role of neighborhood 
organizations. 
 
Earlier this year, Councilmember Maryellen OôShaughnessy 
and I empanelled this group to take an in-depth look at the 
relationship between area commissions, civic associations 
and city government. 
 

The Work Group was formed as an independent entity comprised of neighborhood leaders, with the freedom to 
examine whatever issues that the members and their constituents felt were most important. 
 
I want to personally thank Gary L. Baker II, chair of the panel, for his leadership and all the Work Group 
members for volunteering their time towards this worthy endeavor.  I look forward to learning what they believe 
are the best methods for City Council to collaborate even more effectively with our neighborhoods and to help 
strengthen our city, block by block. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Michael C. Mentel 
Council President 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  ________________________________________ 

In May, Council President Michael C. Mentel and 
Development Committee Chair Maryellen OôShaughnessy 
announced the formation of the neighborhood work 
group.  

Inside this edition:  
 
Creating Space for the Creative Economy 

Craig Holds Civic Meetings with City Attorneyôs Office 

Setting the New Standard for Safety 

New Home for the Columbus Clippers 

Briefing Helps Identify Human Services Needs 

 
City Council Leaders Volunteer in Classrooms 

Empowering the Youth of Columbus 

Innovative Internship Program 

Conserving Columbus Neighborhoods 

Standing with the Community Against Crime 

 
Visit Columbus City Councilôs Website  to learn more about  Councilôs Initiatives  and to access links to City 
departments . 

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/Oshaughnessy/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/initiatives/index.asp
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CREATING SPACE FOR THE CREATIVE ECONOMY______________________  

Trying to earn a living as an artist can be difficult; finding a place 
to live and work while pursing oneôs artistic passion can be even 
tougher.  Thatôs why the Columbus arts community is looking to 
create affordable space for local artists to live and work. 
 
Columbus City Council and the Greater Columbus Arts Council 
(GCAC) recently hosted two members of the nationally 
recognized group Artspace. The goal of the visit was to identify 
potential buildings or locations that can be adapted into live/work 
spaces for Columbus artists. 
 
Recreation and Parks Committee Chair Priscilla R. Tyson, who 
runs her own art gallery as a small business owner, recognizes 
the importance of the visit to Columbus. 
 
ñThis is an exciting opportunity to enhance the arts community in 
Columbus,ò said Tyson.  ñThe arts serve an important role in 
helping create the overall fabric of our city, and also help define 
Columbus as a great place to live.ò 

 
The initial feasibility study will allow Artspace to determine if the 
requisite factors exist to make a live/work project for artists a 

reality.  Artspace looks for certain indicators, which include broad-based public support for this type of project 
and identification of buildings that can make the project successful. 
 
ñWe need to see if there is a vibrant and active arts community in need of 
affordable space,ò said Wendy Holmes, vice president of consulting and 
research development for Artspace.  ñThat is usually the case in 
communities the size of Columbus.ò 
 
ñWe want people to look at artists as a viable part of the community,ò said 
Bryan Knicely, president of the GCAC.  ñColumbus needs to value them as 
part of the creative economy and as a young professional group, saying to 
them we value you beyond just being a member of the community, but 
also a part of who we 
are and how we present 
ourselves as 
Columbus.ò 
 
Artspace will issue a 
report on their 
recommendations later 
this September.  If 
engaged by the 
community, Artspace 
would be responsible for 
owning and operating 
the live/work sites. 

Councilmember Priscilla R. Tysonôs experienced 
leadership in the arts community has provided her 
unique insight into the potential for Columbusô 
creative economy.  

Wendy Holmes (podium), 
vice president of 
consulting and research 
development for 
Artspace, will help 
conduct a pre -feasibility 
analysis on the likelihood 
of the live/work project.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tyson/index.asp
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CRAIG HOLDS CIVIC ME ETINGS WITH CITY ATTORNEYôS OFFICE_________  

Councilmember Hearcel F. Craigôs first public meeting featuring the City Attorneyôs 
office held many revelations, even for a veteran neighborhood activist like Katie 
Radford. 
 
ñI found out we have representation in the prosecutorôs office,ò said Ms. Radford.  ñI 
did not know that before tonight.  That is a resource my neighbors and I will be 
using in the future to make our area cleaner and safer.ò 
 
Thatôs just one piece of information that Radford and others took away from the 
meeting held at the J. Ashburn Youth Center in the Hilltop neighborhood.  Craig, 
chair of the Judiciary and Court Administration Committee, wanted to help 
residents better understand how the City Attorneyôs office works everyday to make 
Columbus as safe as possible. 
 
ñWe were looking for great community dialogue and thatôs exactly what we had,ò 
said Craig.  ñThese meetings will help strengthen the lines of communication 
between City Hall and Columbus residents, who now have a better understanding 
of how the legal system works.ò 
 

City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr. introduced the members of his staff who have been assigned to work with 
specific precincts or departments in the Division of Police.  Each one explained how they interact with officers,  
residents, and judges on a variety of cases from prostitution to tearing down abandoned buildings. 
 
ñThis is a perfect forum to gauge the success of our Zone Initiatives,ò said Pfeiffer.  ñSome of the frustrations 
people feel are the same frustrations we feel.  Communication 
is the key to overcoming problems, and following tonightôs 
meeting I know we are on the right track.ò 
 
Health Housing and Human Services Committee Chair 
Charleta B. Tavares and Safety Committee Chair Andrew J. 
Ginther also attending the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

Hearcel F. Craig, chair of the 
Judiciary and Court  
Administration Committee.  

(top) Councilmember Hearcel F. Craig hosted a 
series of public meetings designed to educate 
the public on various programs that the City 
Attorneyôs office has in place to fight crime and 
improve neighborhoods .  
 
(left) City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr. 
addresses the crowd at the J. Ashburn Youth 
Center while Councilmembers Craig (left) and 
Tavares (right) listen.  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/craig/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/tavares/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/ginther/index.asp
http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/council_members/ginther/index.asp
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CRAIG HOLDS CIVIC ME ETINGS WITH CITY ATTORNEYôS OFFICE (CONT.)_  

Meet the Zone Initiative Team  

City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr.  

Tannisha Bell  
Steve Dunbar  Jody Spurlock  

Robert A. Beattey  Natalia Harris  

http://www.columbuscitycouncil.org/index.asp

